
Teaching	Children	to	Read	and	Write	
	
English	Alphabetic	Code	–	simple	to	complex 
	
	
	

/s/ ‹s› 
sun 

‹c › 

cent 

‹c › 
cinema 

‹c › 
cycle 

‹ce› 
bounce 

‹se› 
house 

‹st› 
castle 

‹ps› 
psalm 

  

/a/ ‹a› 
ant 

         

/t/ ‹t› 
ten 

‹ed› 
hopped 

‹bt› 
debt 

‹te› 
waste 

‹tte› 
casette 

‹th› 
thyme 

    

/i/ ‹i› 
ink 

‹y› 
pyramid 

‹ui› 
biscuit 

‹u› 
minute 

‹a› 
sausage 

     

/p/ ‹p› 
pet 

         

/n/ ‹n› 
net 

‹kn› 
know 

‹gn› 
gnat 

‹pn› 
pneumonia 

‹ne› 
gone 

     

/k/ ‹c› 
cat 

‹k› 
kitten 

‹ck› 
duck 

‹ch› 
chemist 

‹qu› 
conquer 

‹que› 
cheque 

    

/e/ ‹e› 
egg 

‹ea› 
head 

‹ei› 
leisure 

‹eo› 
leopard 

      

/h/ ‹h› 
hat 

‹wh› 
who 

        



/r/ ‹r› 
rat 

‹wr› 
write 

‹rh› 
rhino 

       

/m/ ‹m› 
man 

‹mb› 
lamb 

‹mn› 
hymn 

‹me› 
come 

      

/d/ ‹d› 
dog 

‹ed› 
cleaned 

 
 

       

/g/ ‹g› 
gap 

‹gh› 
ghost 

‹gu› 
guide 

‹gue› 
vague 

      

/o/ ‹o› 
odd 

‹ a› 
was 

‹ a› 
squash 

‹au› 
sausage 

      

/u/ ‹u› 
under 

‹o› 
love 

‹ou› 
country 

‹oo› 
blood 

      

/l/ ‹l› 
leg 

‹lle› 
gazelle 

        

/f/ ‹f› 
fun 

‹ph› 
photo 

‹gh› 
tough 

       

/b/ ‹b› 
bat 

         

/ai/ ‹ai› 
aim 

‹a-e› 
lake 

‹ay› 
play 

‹ei› 
vein 

‹eigh› 
weigh 

‹ey› 
grey 

‹a› 
apricot 

‹et› 
ballet 

‹ea› 
great 

‹ae› 
sundae 

/j/ ‹j› 
jam 

‹g › 
gentle 

‹g › 
ginger 

‹g › 
gym 

‹dge› 
hedge 

‹ge› 
large 

    



/oa/ ‹oa› 
oak 

‹o-e› 
hope 

‹ow› 
slow 

‹o› 
go 

‹oe› 
toe 

‹ough› 
dough 

‹eau› 
plateau 

‹ou› 
soul 

  

/ie/ ‹ie› 
pie 

‹i-e› 
time 

‹igh› 
night 

‹y› 
sky 

‹i› 
find 

‹ei› 
eider 

‹ai› 
aisle 

‹ye› 
bye 

‹uy› 
buy 

 

/ee/ ‹ee› 
bee 

‹y› 
sunny 

‹e-e› 
theme 

‹ea› 
dream 

‹ie› 
chief 

‹ey› 
key 

‹e› 
we 

‹ei› 
receive 

‹i› 
radio 

‹ae› 
larvae   

/or/ ‹or› 
order 

‹al› 
talk 

‹au› 
autumn 

‹aw› 
saw 

‹ore› 
shore 

‹ough› 
bought 

‹ ar› 
warm 

‹oar› 
soar 

‹our› 
four 

‹oor› 
moor 

/z/ ‹z› 
zoo 

‹s› 
is 

‹se› 
blouse 

‹ze› 
snooze 

      

/w/ ‹w› 
web 

‹wh› 
whistle 

‹u› 
penguin 

       

/ng/ ‹ng› 
sing 

‹n› 
sink 

        

/v/ ‹v› 
van 

‹ve› 
sleeve 

        

/oo/ ‹oo› 
book 

‹u› 
push 

‹oul› 
would 

       

/oo/ ‹oo› 
moon 

‹ue› 
blue 

‹u-e› 
rude 

‹ew› 
drew 

‹u› 
flu 

‹o› 
do 

‹ui› 
fruit 

‹ou› 
soup 

‹ough› 
through 

‹eu› 
sleuth 

/y/ ‹y› 
yes 

         



/x/ ‹x› 
fox 

         

/ch/ ‹ch› 
chop 

‹tch› 
hatch 

‹t› 
nature 

       

/sh/ ‹sh› 
ship 

‹ch› 
machine 

‹ci› 
musician 

‹ti› 
station 

‹si› 
tension 

‹ss› 
tissue 

‹s› 
sugar 

‹che› 
creche 

  

/th/ ‹th› 
this 

‹the› 
soothe 

        

/th/ ‹th› 
thin 

         

/qu/ ‹qu› 
queen 

         

/ou/ ‹ou› 
out 

‹ow› 
owl 

‹ough› 
plough 

       

/oi/ ‹oi› 
oil 

‹oy› 
boy 

‹uoy› 
buoy 

       

/ue/ ‹ue› 
rescue 

‹u-e› 
cube 

‹ew› 
dew 

‹u› 
unicorn 

‹eu› 
deuce 

     

/er/ ‹er› 
herb 

‹ir› 
bird 

‹ur› 
hurt 

‹ear› 
learn 

‹ or› 
word 

‹our› 
colour 

‹re› 
metre 

   

/ar/ ‹ar› 
arm 

‹ear› 
heart 

‹a› 
fast 

‹al› 
calm 

‹au› 
aunt 

‹er› 
clerk 

    



/air/ ‹air› 
chair 

‹are› 
stare 

‹ear› 
pear 

‹ere› 
where 

‹aer› 
aerobic 

     

/zh/ ‹si› 
vision 

‹s› 
treasure 

‹g› 
courgette 

‹ge› 
collage 

      

/ool/ ‹le› 
apple 

‹al› 
metal 

‹el› 
label 

‹il› 
pencil 

<ol> 
petrol 

<ul> 
tearful 

    

	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Steps	1-3	
	
	

	
	
	

Steps	4-5	
	

	

	


